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Dear Incoming UWCEA Diploma Programme Student,

This booklet describes the program options available as an incoming student to the
International Baccalaureate (I1B) Diploma Programme at UWCEA.

Option 1 is to undertake the IB Diploma Programme (DP).
Option 2 is to take a series of DP courses (formerly Certificate route) and attain the UWCEA
Diploma.

It is important that you make an informed decision regarding which option to take.

The IB Diploma Programme is known and respected world-wide as a passport to higher
education. On the homepage of the IB website it describes the Diploma Programme (DP
or simply ‘Diploma’) as “preparing students for success in higher education and life
in a global society. (https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/) In the eyes
of many of its advocates, the IB DP is the gold standard of university preparatory
educational programmes. 2,926 secondary schools worldwide offer this credential and
3,300 universities in 143 countries recognize it. There are over 150,000 IB Diploma
students from 211 different nationalities. In addition, there are over 8,000 trained IB
examiners who assess student work and help to maintain the consistency in internal
grading which has become a trademark of the IB Diploma system. The IB started offering
the DP in 1970. UWCEA has offered it on the Moshi campus since 1973 and thus is the
first school in Africa to do so (and one of the first in the world). In May 2016, Arusha
campus was pleased to have its first graduating class of its new IB Diploma Program. One
recent IBDP statistical bulletin highlights how the number of IB DP schools has grown by
nearly 40% since 2012 and the number of students has also increased dramatically
thanks to the outstanding global education it provides. (shorturl.at/[gBCE)

However, the IB Diploma is more than an outstanding academic qualification. Through its
various components students develop the knowledge, critical thinking skills and confidence
that not only prepares them for university, but also serves to mould their character. In this
regard, it is an invaluable qualification in its own right. But, like most worthwhile things, the
IB Diploma is not easily achieved. It is a demanding and rigorous programme of study.

Until now, your academic programme has been largely chosen for you; this may be the
first time where the decision rests on your shoulders with our guidance. It is important that
you realistically assess your abilities and work ethic, along with your future educational
objectives, so that the choice you make is one you can commit to for the next two years
as a DP student. Do not hesitate to contact us with questions about the plan that may be
best for you.

We look forward to supporting you at UWCEA as a DP student. Feel free to contact us
with any questions or concerns.

Ms. Jessica Peterson, UWCEA Diploma Coordinator, Arusha: dp arusha@uwcea.org
Ms. Catherine Dowie, UWCEA Diploma Coordinator, Moshi: dp_moshi@uwcea.org



https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/
about:blank
mailto:dp_arusha@uwcea.org
mailto:dp_moshi@uwcea.org
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UWC East Africa Guiding Statements

Teaching

Experience

Mission

UWC Mission
UWC makes education a force to unite people,
nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future

UWC Values
International and intercultural understanding | The celebration of difference
Personal responsibility and integrity | Mutual responsibility and respect
Compassion and service | Respect for the environment
A sense of idealism | Personal challenge | Action and personal example




UWC Common Code of Conduct

Pursuing the UWC mission — to make education a force to unite people, nations, and
cultures for peace and a sustainable future — requires a commitment to the following
values: international and intercultural understanding, celebration of difference, personal
responsibility and integrity, mutual responsibility and respect, compassion and service,
respect for the environment, a sense of idealism, personal challenge, action and
personal example.

At the heart of the UWC ethos is respect for others in all our actions and words. This
means that we must think about the common good and be able to rise above our
individual desires and needs. In short, our ideals require good heartedness from all
members of the UWC community and a recognition that cultural norms are diverse.

The common code of conduct is required to make expectations clear. Students who
accept a position at a UWC school or college commit to the pursuit of a healthy
lifestyle, one that avoids potential harm to self and to others.

The following are not tolerated:

lllicit drugs

Tobacco

Alcohol on school property and school sponsored activities
Sexual activity in any public area, including student rooms
Hazing, bullying or harassment

Assault

Stealing or ‘borrowing without permission’

Additionally, each college will have clear expectations regarding:

Attendance (at all classes and activities)
Academic integrity

Respect for curfew and/or quiet time
Alcohol 'off-campus’

Individual UWC schools and colleges may have additional standards on these issues
that reflect the laws and cultural norms of the country in which they are located.

The expectation is that the UWC Common Code of Conduct will be followed both in
action and in spirit. Those who breach the code will lose the right to remain in their
UWC school or college.



The IB Diploma Programme at a Glance

DIES IN LANGy
ST D LlTERATUR’E“GE

The IB Diploma is an academically demanding and balanced programme of education that
helps students get ready for success at university and life beyond. The above model provides
a visual depiction of the DP’s various components which make it such an exceptional holistic
programme and these include:

1. At the centre is the IB Learner Profile which are the attributes the IB expects to see
grow and develop in the life of the student (https://www.ibo.org/benefits/learner-profile/)

2. Approaches to teaching and learning are included in the second circle demonstrating
the DP’s commitment to particular pedagogical approaches to teaching and to
developing particular skills for learning.

3. The IB Diploma is a holistic programme and this is reflected in the third circle. All
Diploma students complete three core requirements: Creativity, Activity & Service,
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. These are briefly described after this
section.


https://www.ibo.org/benefits/learner-profile/
http://www.ib.org/programmes/profile/)

4. As the diagram’s fourth and widest circle shows, DP students study six subjects —
one from each subject group. To attain a Diploma at the conclusion of the 2-year
programme of study, three courses must be taken at Higher Level and three at
Standard Level. These distribution requirements ensure that the science-oriented
student is challenged to learn a foreign language and that the natural linguist
becomes familiar with laboratory procedures. While overall balance is maintained,
flexibility in selecting an extra subject from one subject group allows the students to
pursue areas of personal interest and to meet special requirements for university
entrance.

5. With “international-mindedness”, the outer circle gives the required emphasis to how
all DP teaching and learning should take place within a spirit of tolerance and healthy
openness as students grow as global citizens.

Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)

CAS is an important part of the holistic nature of the IB diploma and involves students in
experiences that encompass creativity, activity and service.

Creativity encourages students to create an “original or interpretative product or
performance”. Activity seeks to develop a healthy lifestyle through physical activity. Service
is about “Collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an
authentic need”. Moreover, students are involved in at least one CAS project, this is a
collaborative and longer term covering at least one of the strands.

Theory of Knowledge (ToK)

Students examine and reflect on the nature of knowledge in this interdisciplinary course. This
course develops a coherent approach to learning that unifies the academic disciplines. In this
course on critical thinking, students inquire into the nature of knowing and deepen their
understanding of knowledge construction. At the heart of TOK’s content is the question ‘How
do we know that something is true, or an assertion is well grounded?’ Other questions
explored in the course are the following: What counts as knowledge? How does it grow?
What are its limits? Who owns knowledge? How do different disciplines justify knowledge?

Extended Essay (EE)

Students investigate a self-generated research question by undertaking independent
research in one of their DP subject areas, culminating in a 4,000-word academic and fully
referenced paper that follows the IB guidelines for Academic Integrity. This project offers the
opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and acquaints the student with the kind of
independent research and writing skills expected at university.



The IB Diploma incorporates varied assessment practices

Subject Guides identify goals, objectives and assessment criteria for each subject. Ongoing
assessment tasks, such as written exams and oral presentations, are designed to support
and encourage optimum teaching and learning. At the end of the second year of the DP,
students sit written exams in most subject areas. There are no written exams in Visual Arts,
Music or Theatre. To help prepare students for these written exams, teachers use a variety of
tools such as ensuring students practice on questions from previous years’ exams.

Assessment tasks in the DP measure skills such as analysing and presenting information,
evaluating and constructing arguments and solving problems creatively. Basic skills are also
assessed, including the retention of knowledge and the understanding of key concepts. It is
important to emphasise that in promoting academic skills, DP assessment promotes
intercultural skills and an international outlook.

Internal versus External Assessment

DP assessment is not only exam-based, each subject has a coursework component referred
to as the Internal Assessment. The Internal Assessment is graded or marked by the class
teacher and then a sample is submitted to an external IB-appointed examiner. If necessary,
the marks will be adjusted to reflect the international marking standard. This process is
known as moderation. Internal Assessment can account for 20-60% of the final DP mark,
depending on the subject.

External Assessment includes the May examinations along with coursework in a few
subjects. The IB appoints external examiners who mark these. Their marking is also
subjected to moderation and this is part of the reason why IB results carry worldwide
recognition.

Diploma Results

Diploma courses are graded using the IB scale of 1-7, with 7 being the highest. Diploma
candidates take six classes, with the potential to earn 42 points. In addition, three points may
be awarded based on the combined assessment of the Extended Essay and Theory of
Knowledge, giving an overall maximum of 45 points.

A Diploma is normally awarded if a student satisfies the Core requirements and earns 24
points. They must earn a minimum of 12 points in their combined higher-level subjects, with
no mark falling below a 2. There are no more than two grade 2s awarded and there are no
more than three grade 3s or below awarded. Students must also gain a minimum of 9 points
in the standard level courses. Please see the publication “Diploma Programme Regulations”
on the IB website for the complete details regarding the award of the Diploma.

Results are published annually on 6 July and are available to candidates on-line via an
individualised access code. Universities require that the official results be sent directly to
them from the IB offices in Geneva. The original hard copies of IB Diplomas and Certificates
are mailed to UWCEA in early September where they are available for collection or can be
sent to students if required.



DP List of Courses and Requirements for 2024-2026
UWCEA Arusha

Diploma Courses

GROUP 1 | Studies in English Language and Literature HL/SL, Swabhili Literature
Language HL/SL, Self-Taught Mother Tongue Language A SL
and Literature
GROUP 2 | Language English B HL/SL, French B HL/SL, Swahili B HL/SL, Dutch B
Acquisition HL/SL (TBD), Swahili ab initio SL only, French ab initio SL
only, (B = intermediate; ab initio = beginner)
GROUP 3 | Individuals & | Geography HL/SL, History HL/SL, Economics HL/SL,
Societies Business Management HL/SL, Environmental Systems and
Societies (ESS)" HL/SL
GROUP 4 | Sciences Biology HL/SL, Chemistry HL/SL, Physics HL/SL,
Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS)” HL/SL
GROUP 5 | Mathematics | Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL/SL
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation HL/SL
GROUP 6 | Arts & Visual Arts HL/SL, Music HL/SL, Theatre HL/SL or a course
Electives from group 1, 2, 3 or 4

(some combinations may not be possible due to timetabling)

*As an inter-disciplinary course, Environmental Systems & Societies SL can fulfil the requirements of either a
Group 3 or Group 4 course.

Core Requirements

Creativity, Activity and Service

Theory of Knowledge
Extended Essay

Additional Features

Lif

e Skills

Diploma Success Skills

Notes:

1.
2.

2l

All Group 1-6 courses listed above are two years in length.
In determining which courses to take at standard and which at higher, we strongly recommend

that students have achieved a grade of 5 or above in the MYP precursor to their HL subjects.

by all students.

Successful completion of CAS and Life Skills are required for graduation and must be undertaken

Any ab initio (beginner) course is solely for beginners in this language and students are not

eligible if they have studied the language 3 or more years out of the last 5 years or within the
last two years.

Dutch language courses are financed by supplementary parental payments.
Pamoja online courses are available, but the Pamoja fees are additional to the tuition fees.




UWCEA Moshi

Diploma Courses

GROUP 1 | Studies in English Language & Literature HL/SL; Swahili Literature
Language HL/SL; Self-Taught Mother Tongue Language A SL
and
Literature
GROUP 2 | Language English B HL/SL; French B HL/SL; Dutch B HL/SL (TBD),
Acquisition Swahili ab initio SL; Spanish ab initio SL; on-line Language
Acquisition courses through Pamoja Education
(B = intermediate; ab initio = beginner)
GROUP 3 | Individuals & | Economics HL/SL; Environmental Systems & Societies
Societies HL/SL*; Geography HL/SL; History HL/SL, Business
Management HL/SL; Global Politics HL/SL or on-line courses
via Pamoja Education
GROUP 4 | Sciences Biology HL/SL; Chemistry HL/SL; Environmental Systems &
Societies HL/SL*; Physics HL/SL
GROUP 5 | Mathematics | Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL/SL Mathematics:
Applications and Interpretation HL/SL
GROUP 6 | Arts & Music HL/SL, Theatre HL/SL, Visual Arts HL/SL; or a course
Electives from group 1, 2, 3or 4

*As an inter-disciplinary course, Environmental Systems & Societies SL can fulfil the requirements of either a
Group 3 or Group 4 course.

Core Requirements

Creativity, Activity and Service

Theory of Knowledge
Extended Essay

Additional Features

Life Skills
Diploma Success Skills

Notes:

1.
2.

3.

All Group 1-6 courses listed above are two years in length;
In determining which courses to take at standard and which at higher, we strongly recommend

that students have achieved a grade of 5 or above in the MYP precursor to their HL subjects.

by all students.

Successful completion of CAS and Life Skills are required for graduation and must be undertaken

Any ab initio (beginner) course is solely for beginners in this language and students are not

eligible if they have studied the language 3 or more years out of the last 5 years or within the
last two years.

Dutch language courses are financed by supplementary parental payments.
Pamoja online courses are available, but the Pamoja fees are additional to the tuition fees.
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Diploma versus Course status

You need to choose a programme that you will find interesting and rewarding to study over
two years. You need recognized qualifications that give you flexibility and choice for the next
stage of your life.

Rather than meeting all the requirements for the IB Diploma, students may elect to study a
number of IB Diploma subjects at Higher or Standard Level to gain individual 1B course
credits. They do the full coursework and examinations in these subjects but are exempted
from Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. Many Course students excel because
the workload and subject areas are tailored to their interests and capabilities. Good course
student scores will gain you entry into many universities. Competitive European universities
will usually require the IB Diploma for entrance, but many higher education courses will also
be available in Europe to candidates holding good Course results.

Course programs must be designed to meet graduation requirements at a minimum.

Students selected by National Committees are required to follow the Diploma Program.

DP Subject choices

Diploma courses are all 2-year courses, so it is important that you think through your choices.
You can talk to teachers, current students, your parents and the Diploma Programme
Coordinator, but remember the final decision must be yours. Ideally, your Higher-level
subjects should be those for which you have a high level of competence and interest; your
current teacher will make recommendations regarding academic competence. You should
review the course descriptions in this handbook carefully, watch the videos on the website
and consult the timetable categories to determine which courses may conflict with one
another. Since universities often have specific course requirements for certain majors, you
should consider your future goals as you plan your programme. Finally, this may be your last
opportunity to take courses in certain subject areas, like the arts, and we encourage you to
branch out and explore all the academic courses on offer.

11



Timetable Categories for 2024-2026 UWCEA Arusha

Category A | Category B | Category C | Category D | Category E | Category F
English A School Mathematics:
Language | Supported History Physics | Analysis and | Visual Arts
and Literature| Self-Taught | HLor SL HL or SL | Approaches | HL or SL
HL or SL sL HL or SL
Mathematics:

English B . Business Applications .
Hrll_g ISSL ﬁvﬁlahmsf Management ESGS i g;4SL and H“Iilus'%L
or or HL or SL (Group 3/4) Interpretations or

HL
French B Economics Biology I-||3I|_0<|)OrgSyL Theatre
HL or SL HL or SL HL or SL (Group 4) HL or SL
Mathematics: .
Swahili | Geography | ATAYSIS and | Egs st moonomies
Ab initio, SL HL or SL SL (Group 3/4) (Group 3)
(Group 5)
Mathematics:
Applications Business
French and Management
Ab initio, SL Interpretations HL or SL
SL (Group 3)
(Group 5)
hemi
Dutch B Chemistry
HL or SL
(TBD) (Group 4)
HL or SL

HL: Higher Level course offered

SL: Standard Level course offered

Notes:

1. Courses in the same timetable category (A - F) will be taught at the same time and
therefore cannot be taken together as part of a Diploma programme.

2. Online courses are listed and although they are not timetabled, they are part of the
curriculum. Students work during tuition hours on the on-line course individually. Each week
online students will study during tuition hours for not less than four and a half hours and this
equates to the number of hours of lessons for other DP subject courses.

3. Dutch courses are financed by additional parental contributions and subject to availability. We

cannot guarantee they will be available as they are outside supported.
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Timetable Categories for 2024-2026 UWCEA Moshi

Category A Category B Category C | Category D Category E Category F
English A Swahili A Mathematics:

Language & Literature Geography Physics Analysis and | Visual Arts
Literature HL or SL HL or SL HL or SL Approaches HL or SL
HL or SL HL or SL

School Mathematics:
English B Supported Economics Biology AppI;za(j’uons HII\_ALCJ)?;L
HL or SL Self—TSatlght A HL or SL HL or SL Interpretations
HL or SL
French B Business Chemistr Economics
HL or SL Management HL SLy HL or SL
or HL or SL or (Group 3)
Swahili | Global Politics| ESS HL or H'Cﬁ:osr{_
Ab initio, SL HL or SL SL
(Group 3)
. Theatre Geography Chemistry
h
AbS D&, | HLorsL HL or SL HL or SL
’ (Group 6) (Group 3) (Group 4)
Dutch B Biol
(TBD) iology
HL orsL | ESSHLorSL HL or SL
(Group 4)

HL: Higher Level course offered
SL: Standard Level course offered

Notes:

1. Courses in the same timetable category (A - F) will be taught at the same time and
therefore cannot be taken together as part of a Diploma programme.

2. Online courses are listed and although they are not timetabled, they are part of the
curriculum. Students work during tuition hours on the on-line course individually. Each week
online students will study during tuition hours for not less than four and a half hours and this
equates to the number of hours of lessons for other DP subject courses.

3. Dutch courses are financed by additional parental contributions and subject to availability. We

cannot guarantee they will be available as they are outside supported.
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UWCEA DIPLOMA COURSES BY SUBJECT GROUP
GROUP 1: STUDIES IN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

Each student who wishes to follow the IB Diploma must take two language courses. In most
cases, this involves one from Group 1 (usually their best language) and one from Group 2 (a
language acquisition course) however students who pass two subjects from group 1 will be
awarded a Bilingual Diploma.

Group 1 courses are designed to support future academic study by developing high levels of
language competence and communication skills as well as social, aesthetic and cultural
literacy. Literature plays a central role in the courses, which aim to support lifelong learning
through engaging students as actively as possible with the texts they study. Each course
highlights a different perspective in the study of texts.

Group 1 courses are suitable for students who have experience of using the language in an
academic context. This is not a course with emphasis on grammar, syntax and other basic
competencies in that language.

In Group 1 Language A: Literature courses have a focus towards developing an
understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism in context and promoting the
ability to form independent literary judgments.

Language A Literature courses are offered in Swahili and Self-taught Mother Tongue. The
Language and Literature course is only in English.

14



GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (B and ab initio)

Group 2 courses exist to provide students with the opportunity to acquire or develop an
additional language (or languages) and to promote an understanding of other cultures
through the study of language. Please find below an outline of the Group 2 Language
courses.

LANGUAGE B (Higher & Standard levels)

Language B SL and HL are language acquisition courses for students with some background
in the target language. While learning this additional language, students also explore the
culture(s) connected to it. Standard and higher levels are differentiated by the recommended
teaching hours, the depth of syllabus coverage, the study of literature at HL, the level of
difficulty and the demands of assessment and the assessment criteria.

The range of purposes and situations for which and in which the language is used in the
language B courses extends well beyond those at ab initio. Language B will be offered in
English, French, and Swabhili. Dutch may be available through a partner organization so we
cannot ensure availability. It is also at an additional yearly cost.

The English, French, Swahili (Arusha Campus) and Dutch B programmes are offered at both
Higher Level (HL) and Standard level (SL). They are most appropriate for those students who
wish to continue studying French/Swahili/English/Dutch as a second or foreign language,
after having previously studied the language for at least two years. Please see notes on
Dutch above.

Note: A native speaker of a language cannot take it as a language B, even at HL, unless they
have never studied it in school

LANGUAGE ab initio [beginner] (Standard level)

The language ab initio (beginner) course is a language acquisition course for students with
little or no experience of the language. Students are not eligible if they have studied the
language 3 or more years out of the last 5 years or within the last two years

Each theme has a list of topics that provide the students with opportunities to practice and
explore the language as well as to develop intercultural competence. The students develop a
greater awareness of cultures through language learning. Through the development of
receptive, productive and interactive skills, students acquire the ability to respond and
interact appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. Each ab initio language has a
language-specific syllabus that is used in conjunction with the IB guide.

Ab initio courses are offered in Swahili, Spanish (Moshi campus) and French (Arusha
campus).

15



GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES

Living through a time of dramatic technological change it is crucial to recognise that people
have both inspired these changes and have to live with them. At UWCEA we have available
courses in Economics, Geography, Global Politics (Moshi campus), History and Business &
Management.

Students with a strong interest in the Humanities can include two group 3 subjects in their IB
Diploma programme, using one to meet the group 6 elective requirement.

GEOGRAPHY (Higher & Standard Levels)

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the
interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and
space. It seeks to identify trends and patterns in these interactions and examines the
processes behind them. It also investigates the way that people adapt and respond to
change and evaluates management strategies associated with such change. Geography
describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between spaces and places.
These may be defined on a variety of scales and from a range of perspectives. Within
Individuals and Societies (group 3) subjects, geography is distinctive in that it occupies the
middle ground between social sciences and natural sciences. The Diploma Programme
geography course integrates both physical and human geography and ensures that students
acquire elements of both scientific and socio - economic methodologies.

Geography takes advantage of its position between both these groups of subjects to examine
relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of disciplines. This helps students develop
an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, viewpoints and ideas.

HISTORY (Higher & Standard Levels)

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a world history course based on a
comparative and multi-perspective approach to history. It involves the study of a variety of
types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a balance of
structure and flexibility. The course emphasises the importance of encouraging students to
think historically and to develop historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a
premium on developing the skills of critical thinking, and on developing an understanding of
multiple interpretations of history. In this way, the course involves a challenging and
demanding critical exploration of the past.

ECONOMICS (Higher & Standard Levels)

Economics is a study of Individuals and Societies in their daily businesses of making
decisions on resource use. This is guided by fundamental ideas, theories and laws that have
been developed over many decades from the time of Adam Smith as the origin of Economic
thought to the most recent and critical issue of behavioural economics and sustainability.
The Economics course enables students to test theories, laws and ideas through empirical
evidence and logical reasoning. Hypotheses, models and theories are central to the scientific
method used in the study. The course aims to develop these skills in the learners.

Economics develops the learners' understanding of a myriad of complex and dynamic factors
that influence decisions at the individual, local, national and global levels in pursuit of
economic growth and development. Students are helped to explore the issues through nine
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fundamental concepts: Well-being, Interdependence, Scarcity, Efficiency, Choice,
Intervention, Change, Equity and Sustainability. Some of these have been profoundly
important to individuals and societies at different periods of their existence.

Through Micro, Macro and Global economics contents, the skills are gradually developed
through contemporary real-world examples that allow learners to apply and test established
laws and theories and to evaluate their current relevance. This is intended to enable students
to develop new insights, generate new knowledge and contribute to the study. During the
course, both HL and SL students write three research commentaries on real-world issues of
their choices allowing them to apply any of the nine lenses as a practical application of
economic knowledge and skills.

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT (Higher & Standard Level)

The Business Management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and
understanding of business management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of
tools and techniques. Students learn to analyse, discuss and evaluate business activities at
local, national and international levels. The course covers a range of organisations from all
sectors, as well as the socio-cultural and economic contexts in which those organisations
operate.

The course covers the key characteristics of business organisation and environment and the
business functions of human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and
operations management. Links between the topics are central to the course. Through the
exploration of the six underpinning concepts (change, culture, ethics, globalisation,
innovation and strategy), the course allows students to develop a holistic understanding of
today’s complex and dynamic business environment. The conceptual learning is firmly
anchored in business management theories, tools and techniques and placed in the context
of real-world examples and case studies.

GLOBAL POLITICS (Higher & Standard Level)

In Global politics, students get to explore how individuals and societies are impacted in an
increasingly interconnected world through analyzing contemporary political issues. The study
of global politics enables students to critically engage with a variety of perspectives and
approaches to politics through the most common theories within international relations,
Human rights, Development and Peace and conflict, in order to comprehend the challenges
of the changing world and become aware of their role in it as active global citizens.

The Global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality,
sustainability, and peace in a range of contexts. It allows students to develop an
understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity
and processes, as well as to explore political issues affecting their own lives. The course
helps students to understand political concepts by grounding them in real-world examples
and case studies. It also invites students to take a more practical approach in their SL
internal assessment, which combines a practical engagement activity (eg. a short internship)
with secondary research. The HL internal assessment requires students to develop the skills
to deliver a political speech.

Global politics provides a uniquely rich context in which to explore the relationship between
people and power.
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GROUP 4: SCIENCES

A common curriculum model applies to Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This consists of
subject specific core material to be covered by both Higher and Standard students, additional
Higher-level material, and option topics for both Higher and Standard level. Environmental
Systems and Societies is a Standard-level curriculum only. In addition, all students are
required to spend 20% of the teaching time following a scheme of practical/investigative
work. All students carry out an individual investigation, their I1A, which counts towards their
final grade. The Collaborative Project is carried out jointly by students studying Biology,
Chemistry or Physics in order to apply science skills collaboratively across the disciplines to
investigate real life issues.

Students with a strong interest in Science can include two group four subjects in their IB
Diploma programme meeting the group 6 elective requirement.

BIOLOGY (Higher & Standard Levels)

The content and level of the programme is set to provide a sound preparation for college or
university. It is therefore suitable for students planning to study courses requiring a biological
qualification e.g. Biochemistry, Dentistry, Medicine, Agriculture or Pharmacy. Students
wishing to study Higher-level Biology need a good background in Biology and Chemistry. If
they plan to pursue the subject beyond IB Diploma, they are also advised to study IB Diploma
Chemistry at least at Standard level. Fieldwork is an important part of the course and will be
undertaken at various levels.

CHEMISTRY (Higher & Standard Levels)

The Science of Chemistry is studied as a preparation for many different occupations. It is
essential for those who wish to study Medicine, Pharmacy, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology
or Chemical Engineering, and is important as a link subject, studied often in combination with
Physics or with Biology.

PHYSICS (Higher & Standard Levels)

Physics does involve calculation, but it is not considered a branch of Mathematics.
Competence with algebra and an ability to think in a logical way will help see you through.
The major difference between SL and HL is the number of topics that are covered. Many of
the topics are tested to exactly the same level of difficulty as the higher physics paper.

As the DP Physics guide articulates, “Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental
sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself from the very smallest particles — currently
accepted as quarks, which may be truly fundamental — to the vast distances between
galaxies.”

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS & SOCIETIES (Higher & Standard Level)

This course is designed to combine the methodology, techniques and knowledge associated
with group 4 (sciences) with those associated with group 3 (individuals and societies). As an
interdisciplinary course, students can study ESS and have it count as either a group 3 or a
group 4 subject, or as both. If students choose the latter option, this leaves the opportunity to
study an additional subject from any other group, including an additional group 3 or group 4
subject.
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GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS

All students graduating from UWCEA at diploma level will need to study one of the
mathematics courses on offer. The two courses are Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches
and Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation.

Diploma mathematics courses all require the use of a graphic display calculator. We
recommend the TI-84 Plus from Texas Instruments. These are available to purchase from the
school, but may be cheaper elsewhere. Instruction will be given in class using the TI-84 Plus.

Course Selection
The DP mathematics courses are designed for different types of students: those who wish to
study mathematics as a subject in its own right or to pursue their interest in areas related to
mathematics, and those who wish to gain understanding and competence in how
mathematics relates to the real world and to other subjects. There are many elements
common to both courses although the approaches may be different. Great care should be
taken to select the course and level that is most appropriate for you.
In making your course selection, you should take into account the following factors:
» your own abilities in mathematics and the type of mathematics in which you can be
successful;
« your own interest in mathematics and those particular areas of the subject that may
hold the most interest for you;
* your other choices of subjects with the framework of the DP;
* your academic plans, in particular subjects you wish to study in the future;
» your future choice of career.

As a general rule if you are going down the Human Science, Engineering or Mathematics
route consider Analysis and Approaches. If you are going for Social Sciences then consider
Applications and Interpretations. If you are considering Economics then it varies according to
university.

However, your ability should drive your choice of both career and Mathematics course.
MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES (Higher & Standard Levels)

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches is for students who enjoy developing their
mathematics to become fluent in the construction of mathematical arguments and develop
strong skills in mathematical thinking. You will also be fascinated by exploring real and
abstract applications of these ideas, with and without technology. This course is for students
who enjoy the thrill of mathematical problem solving and generalisation.

This course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world where innovation is
increasingly dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics. This course includes topics
that are both traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course such as functions,
trigonometry, and calculus, as well as topics that are amenable to investigation, conjecture
and proof such as the study of sequences and proof by induction. This course allows the use
of technology, as fluency in relevant mathematical software and hand-held technology is
important regardless of choice of course, However, there is a strong emphasis on the ability
to construct, communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments.
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MATHEMATICS: APPLICATIONS AND INTERPRETATION (Higher & Standard Levels)

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation is for students who are interested in developing
their mathematics for describing our world and solving practical problems. You will also be
interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models.
This course is for students who enjoy mathematics best when seen in practical contexts.

This course recognizes the increasing role that mathematics and technology play in a diverse
range of fields in a data-rich world. As such, it emphasises the meaning of mathematics in
context by focusing on topics that are often used as applications or in mathematical
modelling. To give this understanding a firm base, this course also includes topics that are
traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course such as calculus and statistics. This
course makes extensive use of technology to allow students to explore and construct
mathematical models. It develops mathematical thinking, often in the context of a practical
problem and using technology to justify conjectures.

From the DP maths Course Guides
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GROUP 6: ARTS

As their group six subject, IB Diploma students may choose to study Visual Arts, Music or
one additional subject from Groups 1 or 2 (Languages), Group 3 (Individual and Societies) or
from Group 4 (Experimental Sciences).

VISUAL ARTS (Higher & Standard Levels)

The Visual Arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity,
expression, communication and understanding. They range from traditional forms embedded
in culture, to the varied and divergent practices associated with emerging conceptual forms of
visual language. They may have socio-political impact as well as ritual, spiritual, decorative or
functional value; they can be uplifting, persuasive and subversive in some instances.
enlightening and uplifting in others. We celebrate the Visual Arts not only in the way we
create images and objects, but also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect and respond to
the art-making practices of others. Theories and practices in Visual Arts are dynamic and
connect many areas of knowledge and human experience through individual and
collaborative exploration, creative production and critical interpretation.

MUSIC (Higher & Standard Levels)

The IB Diploma Programme music course seeks to develop students’ knowledge and
potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively. IB Diploma Programme music
students are required to study musical perception and actively listen to a wide range of music
from different parts of the world, musical cultures and time periods. They also develop aural
perception and understanding of music by learning about musical elements, including form
and structure, notations, musical terminology and context. Through the course of study,
students become aware of how musicians work and communicate.

Music functions as a means of personal and communal identity and expression and
embodies the social and cultural values of individuals and communities. This scenario invites
exciting exploration and sensitive study.

THEATRE (Higher & Standard Level)

Theatre is a practical subject that encourages discovery through experimentation, risk- taking
and the presentation of ideas. The IB DP theatre course is multifaceted and gives students
the opportunity to actively engage in theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers.
It emphasises working both individually and collaboratively as part of an ensemble. The
teacher’s role is to create opportunities that allow students to explore, learn, discover and
collaborate to become autonomous, informed and skilled theatre- makers.
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CORE COMPONENTS OF THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE

Knowing about knowing

ToK is a course about critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing, rather than
about learning specific body of knowledge. It is a core element that all Diploma Programme
students undertake. TOK and the Diploma Programme subjects support each other in the
sense that they reference each other and share some common goals. The ToK course
examines how we know what we claim to know.

THE EXTENDED ESSAY

The Extended Essay is an independent, self-directed piece of research, culminating in a
4,000-word paper. It is important, because it provides practical preparation for the kinds of
undergraduate research required at tertiary level. From the choice of a suitable research
question, to the final completion of the extended essay, students must produce their piece
within the constraints of time, essay length and available resources. This component
provides an opportunity to engage in an in-depth study of a topic of interest within a chosen
subject.

Emphasis is placed on the research process, on the appropriate formulation of a research
guestion, on personal engagement in the exploration of the topic, and on communication
of ideas and development of argument. It develops the capacity to analyse, synthesise and
evaluate knowledge, with a personal choice of topic from within any subject area. Students
are supported and encouraged throughout the Diploma Success Skills with advice and
guidance from a supervisor.

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY & SERVICE

The CAS programme is seen as such an important component of the IB diploma that it is an
UWCEA graduation requirement. UWCEA feels strongly that through this programme
students can learn more about themselves and their own potential and about their
relationship and responsibility to the society around them. The CAS programme offers the
opportunity for students to put themselves in new situations. Whatever a student chooses to
do they will learn from their reactions to it, to people and needs they have not met before,
and students often create their own initiatives and ideas in response to an experience.

All D1 and D2 students are expected to follow a balanced programme of involvement. The
three strands of CAS enhance students’ personal and interpersonal development through
experiential learning and enable journeys of self- discovery. CAS encourages IB students to
share their energies and special talents while developing awareness, concern and the ability
to work cooperatively with others. Sample CAS experiences include the following:

Creativity Activity Service

Cookery Athletics Environment Club

Drama Production Cricket Working with an NGO

Origami Dance Student Government

Chess Club Swimming Working at an animal
shelter
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Students must keep regular records of experiences undertaken and write reflections regularly
about their response to the seven learning outcomes, given below, this is documented through
a CAS Portfolio which they present during a series of interviews.

e Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth

Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the
process

Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience

Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences

Demonstrate the skills and recognize the benefits of working collaboratively
Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance

Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions

In addition to meeting each strand and the learning outcomes students must complete a CAS
project. This is a collaborative, longer term series of experiences involving one or more
strands for example organising a school event.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

LIFE SKILLS

All IB Diploma students participate in a Life Skills course. The course is a continuation of the
Life Skills curriculum that runs throughout the Middle Years Programme. At IB Diploma level,
lessons aim to cover social, personal skills, and topics that relate particularly to young adults
in preparation for life after UIWCEA. Preparation for college/university and career exploration
are also a component of your coursework. In addition, there is a focus on interpersonal skills,
group dynamics and the practical skills that UWCEA students will need to use on leaving
school - for example basic cookery, budgeting of personal finances, CV/resume writing,
interviewing, debating and discussion skills. Some of the issues students face when studying
in a new country such as loneliness, homesickness and racism are also examined. There is
also an element of this course that addresses current events and issues as they arise to
meet the needs of the students. This course closely linked to our mentor program socio-
emotional support.

DIPLOMA SUCCESS SKILLS

Students will be guided on how to approach research and develop academic writing skills by
practising tools for developing questions, methodologies, referencing, academic integrity and
academic language for essay writing in all subjects across the Diploma Programme. Sections
of the course support both the university application process and the Extended Essay.

UNIVERSITY GUIDANCE

The goal of the UWCEA’s university guidance team is to provide assistance to each student
as they prepare for post-secondary studies around the world. The team aims to provide
students with all the available and relevant data on which to base a decision to apply and/or
attend a specific institution after graduation. In addition, the team will send transcripts, school
profiles and teacher recommendations, which will promote the student’s candidacy by
highlighting known skills, achievements, interests, and potential. UWCEA’s success in
placing students in top universities worldwide is a tribute to UWCEA'’s outstanding DP
academic programme and will continue to build upon the UWC Davis Scholars partnership
with institutions throughout the United States. (https://www.davisuwcscholars.org/partners)

STUDENT SOCIO-EMOTIONAL GUIDANCE

Each Campus offers student socio-emotional guidance in the form of a Socio-emotional
Counsellor and teacher mentor support. The Counsellor is available through appointments to
meet on campus. In cases where students wish to see an alternative counsellor then this can
be arranged through the Head of Residential Life or Head of Campus, however outside
support is limited and may not be available at all times.
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SAMPLE DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES

Below are some possible sample programmes that students could follow:

No special emphasis Diploma Programme

Group 1 English Literature A HL

Group2 French B HL
Group 3  Geography HL
Group4 Physics SL
Group 5 Mathematics A&A SL
Group6 Music SL

CORE ToK/CAS/EE

Humanities Emphasis

Group1 English A HL
Group2  SwahiliB SL
Group 3  Geography HL
Group4 Biology SL
Group 5 Mathematics A&l SL
Group 6  History HL

CORE ToK/CAS/EE

Science Emphasis

Group1 English A SL
Group 2  Swahili Ab initio SL
Group 3  Geography SL
Group4 Physics HL
Group 5  Mathematics A&A HL
Group 6  Chemistry HL

CORE ToK/CAS/EE
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